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Event success in Edinburgh and London 

Scots at War has held two successful events to capacity audiences in the past eighteen months in Edinburgh and London. 

The first was the Edinburgh Seminar led by Lieutenant General Sir Alistair Irwin to mark the official end of Operation Banner, the military engagement in Northern Ireland 1968 to 2007. Sir Alistair spoke from personal experience and gave a fascinating insight into his, his Black Watch Battalion and the Scottish Regimental part played during these long and difficult years, remembering in particular those Scottish soldiers who were killed and injured.
His strategic overview and his conclusions were particularly insightful and the discussion that followed involved many of the Operation Banner Veterans who were present.

The second Scots at War London Lecture was held in the magnificent Merchant Taylors’ Hall. We were privileged to have the distinguished author and historian Correlli Barnett CBE speak on the subject, “Armistice and Aftermath – 1918 and Beyond”. The event marked the 90th anniversary of the end of the First World. 
Always a brilliant, engaging and informed speaker Correlli gave a challenging personal view of the key participants of the Versailles Conference and the impact that their decisions had on the 20th Century. The event was very well attended and the audience included Members of the Western Front Association, Scottish Regimental Associations based in London, the Douglas Haig Fellowship, The Royal British Legion, and Chelsea Pensioners.  
Death of 2nd Earl Haig

The Trustees of Scots at War learned with great sadness of the death of Earl Haig on 9th July 2009. 

Son of Field Marshall Earl Haig he served in the Royal Scots Greys in the Second World War and was captured and imprisoned by the Germans in Oflag IV-C, the infamous Colditz Castle. Here, because of his relationship to the famous British First World War Commander, he was a member of the “Prominente”, or “celebrities” who also included Airey Neave, later MP and the first British Officer to escape from Colditz, Sir David Stirling, founder of the SAS and Lord Elphinstone, nephew of Queen Elizabeth. 

As the Allies advanced in the Colditz area in April 1945 the “Prominente” were moved and it was feared that they would be used as hostages or killed by the SS. Fellow POWs however convinced the German guards to surrender in secret to prevent retribution by the SS and the Prominente and their guards finally reached Allied lines two weeks later.

Known as Dawyck, George Alexander Eugene Douglas Haig, 2nd Earl Haig OBE RSA DL was born on 15th March 1918. He succeeded his father to the Earldom when he was aged nine in 1928. He was educated at Stowe and Oxford University.

His experiences as a Prisoner of War left a lasting mark on him and he devoted his life to ex-Service charities, the Royal British Legion Scotland, The Earl Haig Fund Scotland and the Royal British Legion. In 1966 he was appointed OBE in recognition of his services to Legion charities.

With the aim of re-appraising his Father’s memory he founded the Earl Haig Fellowship and he was a founding Trustee of The Scots at War Trust which he encouraged and supported for fifteen years.
Dawyck was also an accomplished and distinguished artist and an Associate of the Royal Scottish Academy. He was proud and deeply fond of his family home Bemersyde. He leaves a widow and he is succeeded by his son Alexander.
“Tyde what may betide

Haig shall be Lord of Bemersyde”
Looking to the future
The Trustees are planning an event in Edinburgh over the winter 2009/10 when The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland return from Afghanistan and Operation Panther’s Claw. The event will be an ideal opportunity not only to study historical operations in Afghanistan but to hear first hand the experiences of Scottish Soldiers in the front line. Details of the seminar and invitations will be sent out later in the year.

The Scots at War Website

The web site continues to be the Trust’s primary and very popular method of communication. 

In 2008 SAW had over 68,000 “unique visitor hits” from over thirty countries. Top visiting country was the United States. Particularly popular portals were the Roll of Honour and the Picture Gallery. Recently added material to the A-Z index has included a study of the Campaign in Mesopotamia during the First World War and a paper on the Secret Intelligence Services in the inter-war period looking at how Bletchley Park came into being.

To mark the 95th anniversary of the Battle of Langemark (1914) and the 94th anniversary of the Battle of Loos (1915) two major studies of the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders will be posted to the site in the autumn.

A Book at Bedtime
Some recent additions to the library have included:

Thirty Secret Years. A G Denniston’s work in Signals Intelligence 1914-1944. Robin Denniston. Cromwell Press, 2007.

The Flatpack Bombers. The Royal Navy and the Zeppelin Menace. Ian Gardiner, Pen & Sword Books, 2009.
Operation Big Ben. The Anti-V2 Spitfire Missions 1944-45. Craig Cabell and Graham A Thomas, Spellmount, 2006.

The Greatest Squadron of Them All. The Definitive History of 603 (City of Edinburgh) Squadron RAauxAF. David Ross, Bruce Blanche and Bill Simpson, Grub Street, 2003.

With Britain in Mortal Danger. Britain’s Most Secret Army of WWII. John Warwicker (Ed), Cerberus, 2004.

Code Name Mulberry. The Planning – Building & Operation of the Normandy Harbours. Guy Hartcup, Pen & Sword, 2006.
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The Scots at War Trust





The Scots at War Trust is a charity registered in Scotland with OSCR. The Trustees raise funds for the Scots at War Project. “Scots” is interpreted in its widest sense. The Trust concerns itself with native Scots, those of Scots heritage, men and women who served in Scottish or Commonwealth Scottish units and those who served in Scotland, or in Scottish waters, during the 20th and 21st centuries.

The aims of the Scots at War Project are 

· To advance research

· To collate information

· To make available to members  of the public of all ages the history of Scots at War

The Trustees are not collecting artefacts, medals, papers etc., but will advise as to where these items might be suitably deposited and, if required, broker the deposit arrangements. The Research Director welcomes invitations to speak to your club, society, college or school on a subject related to Scots at War.
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